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     Education is almost universally considered a central responsibility of all societies.   Similarly, education is generally considered to be a key to a productive nation. It is unclear, however, how to achieve satisfactory results in either sphere as evidenced by the severe criticisms in Korea and the United States. This course will examine education from a political science perspective focusing on the foundations and essential questions underlying each institution. We will make comparisons among the U.S., Korea, and other countries as often as possible.  

The American education system is heavily criticized. Popular books such as Amanda Ripley (2013) THE SMARTEST KIDS IN THE WORLD AND HOW THEY GOT THAT WAY suggest that the U.S. can learn from Korea, Norway, and Poland to improve our education system. However, many Koreans criticize their own education system for being too rigid, too competitive, too stressful, and demanding too many family resources.  

  This course will overview the U.S. education system and examine what ideas from the countries of the class participants (and other countries) are promising changes to the U.S. system. 
The major objectives of  

1. To demonstrate how political scientists analyze education policy,   
2. To identify the major institutional and political actors shaping education in several countries;

3.  to overview major aspects of education policy in the U.S. and Korea; and

4.  To consider criteria for evaluating education performance. 
Tentative Course Outline
August 19 Introduction: What do we know about education? 
View (in class) Amanda Ripley “The Smartest Kids in the World” PBS News Hour

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbvTHNonGfE
August 21 
A. View:

Amanda Ripley “The Smartest Kids in the World” http://www.amandaripley.com/books/the-smartest-kids-in-the-world
B. View one, and skim at least one more,  of the following: 
1. Amanda Ripley “Smartest Kids in the World” author presentation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g2KjP2a20g
2. Author presentation (focus is on Finland)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-42hks_qvf0
3. Interview with Walter Issacson (focus is Poland) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqpeuxfe-JY
4. Author presentation at Kansas City Public Library March 12, 2014 (may be the best presentation about all three countries: Finland,  Korea and Poland) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6i57VToFsY
C. View two  previous class surveys (mostly Korean students)  relating to

Korea’s K-12 education system
1. Ewha Womans University Fall 2013
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-P6HMW6P8/
2. Chonnam National University Summer 2014 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-Y7CGW6P8/
August 26 Goals, Impact, and International Comparisons of Education 

1. 
Elaine Weiss and Thomas W. Payzant “Deconstructing PISA: Implications for Education Reform and Fighting Poverty”  January 23, 2014 at Bill Moyers.com PDF 
2. Select a news item about your country’s education situation. Email it to me and bring it to class.
August 28

Read: 
1. David Labree “Public Goods, Private Goods: The American Struggle over Educational Goals” first published in American Educational Research Journal, Spring 1997.  PDF

2. Sandy Baum and Michael McPherson (2011) “Is Education a Private Good or a Public Good?” Chronicle of Higher Education January 18, 2011 pdf

September 2 and September 4 Describe U.S. Education 
1.  David Webber (2010) “School District Democracy: School Board Voting and School Performance” POLITICS AND POLICY 38 (2010): 81-95. Pdf

2. McKinsey report on achievement gap education. http://www.mckinsey.com/ and PDF
September 9
Read:

 “Viewing Education in the United States through the Prism of PISA” chapter 2 OECD, STRONG PERFORMERS AND SUCCESSFUL REFORMERS: Lessons from PISA for the United States. PDF

First Short Paper Due 

September 11  Korea Education System. 
1. Kyunghee Kim (2010). “An international Comparison of Korean Student Achievement on the PISA and TIMSS” in SIXTY YEARS OF KOREAN EDUCATION, edited by Chong Jae Lee, Seong-Yul Kim, and Don Adams. PDF 

Additional readings to be announced. 

September 16 China  TBA (with the help of the class) 
September 18 Amanda Ripley is speaking in St. Louis. 

Thursday, September 18, 7:00 p.m.
St. Louis County Library Headquarters  Auditorium 
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. , St. Louis, MO 
Is a class trip possible?? 

September 23 Reforming Education: What can be done? 
September 25 TBA Paper #2 is due 
September 30 Class Presentation: International Lessons to Improve U.S. K-12 education system. 
Oct 2 Last Day of Class
Course Requirements

Course grade will be based on two short papers and class contribution. 
A. Two short papers (up to 40 points each). The purpose of the papers is to improve class discussion. Writing needs to be clear but English is not the focus. 
1. Describe another county’s K-12 education system (Due September 11)
2. Propose an education reform for the U.S. based on an education practice or policy in another country. (Due September 25) 
B. Participation (up to 20 points) 

Attend all classes, contribute to discussion, and make short class presentation about paper. 
Instructor’s Background and Background of this Course. 


I retired from the University of Missouri’s Political Science Department (look at my website www.web,missouri.edu/~webberd) in May 2013 and was a visiting professor at Ewha Womans University in Seoul last year. I taught “Democracy and Education” and “Education Policy.”  I’ve taught in Chonnam National University’s (Gwangju, South Korea) International Summer Session since 2009. I have visited China, Vietnam, Japan, and Thailand but do not know them well. 

I read Amanda Ripley’s THE SMARTEST KIDS IN THE WORLD in January 2014 and thought “it would be fascinating to hear what Koreans, Poles and Fins think about their education systems.” This is my chance to learn about Asian’s reactions to their education system and that of the U.S. 
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