Democracy East and West 
David Webber                                                      E-mail: WebberD@Missouri.edu                                              Homepage: web.missouri.edu/~webberd            Blog: www.DavidWebber21.com
First announcement: Please email me your email address within 24 hours of our first class. I will make a group list that I will use for the second session to post update and changes.  I will email this syllabus so that you can use the hot links. 
____________________________________________________________________________




      
     Democracy is almost universally considered a political system that all nations and people should try to adopt. It is unclear, however, how to achieve satisfactory results from the ideal of a democracy. This course will examine democracy from a political science perspective focusing on the foundations and essential questions underlying each institution. We will investigate the obstacles to both a viable democracy.

We will make comparisons among the U.S., China, Korea, and other countries as often as possible.  

This course seeks to balance the theoretical and the immediately practical (so you can better understand the difficulties in making sound public policy). Since many political observers have questioned whether we have viable democratic institutions sufficient to promote universal effective education, to revitalize the economy, to increase the effectiveness of public expenditures, and to anticipate the future problems that public policy must deal with, this course focuses on an important subject.

The major objectives of  

1. To demonstrate how political scientists analyze democracy;  

2. To identify the major institutional and political actors shaping democratic governance;

3.  To overview major aspects of democracy as it adopted in non-Western countries;

4.  To consider criteria for evaluating the performance of democratic governments; and
5. To improve your analytical skills and your use of English.
Required Reading

I have posted several articles on my blog www.DavidWebber21.com under the category “Democracy East and West AAC 2014”. 
My Background


My specialty is American public policy and politics. My Ph.D. is in political science from Indiana University (1983) and I have an M.A. in economics from the University of Pittsburgh (1975).  I have taught and researched American legislatures, American federalism and democracy, education, environmental and library policies. I taught in the International Summer Session at Chonnam National University in 2009 thru 2014 where I taught Public Policy focusing on the U.S. and South Korea. I was a visiting professor at Ewha Womans University in Seoul in 2013-14. 
Class Discussion and Procedure 
I am a very interactive teacher. In my classes at the University of Missouri, I learn every student’s name and I expect students to learn the names of many of the students in the class. Reading, thinking, discussing, and writing are the principal activities of learning.  People learn about politics and policy-making when they participate in class discussion and in civic activities. Be very active in this class. 

It is expected that you will attend every class.


You may only use an electronic device during class to look up a word or to find information that you can share with the whole class.  If you use an electronic devices I will ask you what you are doing. If you are looking up a word related to class, just say “I was looking up the meaning of “democratic paralysis” or “controversy.” Since the whole class will benefit, I will say 감사합니다.

There are three participation requirements:

       1. You should keep a list of vocabulary so you learn important terms, concepts, events and people. We will keep a class list to which all students should contribute. 


2. After we read a specific current events article or watch a YouTube interview we will have a discussion. Every student should be involved in the class discussion. Often the class will be divided into smaller groups.  


3. I use an internet survey site (www.SurveyMonkey.com) to obtain feedback from the class. Please respond to each survey. It is anonymous but we need 100 percent participation. 
Follow Current Events

      All students are required to follow current events in The Korea Times www.koreatimes.co.kr  or other major Korean news source, the New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/ or similar international news source. Real Clear Politics (www.realclearpolitics.com) provides links to major U.S. and international news stories every day.  My website http://web.missouri.edu/~webberd/ has many U.S. news links, too. 
Course Requirements


The course grade will be based on 

1. Two short papers intended to promote class discussion and 

2. Class attendance and participation 
Each of the three requirements are worth 33.33 percent. 

The papers need to be clearly written but insightful, thoughtful, and important content is the goal. Please have someone proof-read your paper before you turn it in. 

It is likely that one short paper will be relating to constitutions, one will be related to applying Dahl’s desirable consequences of democracy (Figure 5, p. 45 of ON DEMOCRACY). 
Course Outline--Tentative
I. Overview of Course and Democracy (October 7)
 Read:  Lee Chang-sup “Revisiting June 29 in 1987” in THE KOREA TIMES, Friday, June 29, 2012. http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/07/298_114038.html
(This newspaper column is consistent with Seongyi Yun and Hee Min (2012) Democracy in South Korea: Consolidated but in Deficit” KOREA OBSERVER 43 (2012): 145-174 that we will read the last week of the session.  It is recommended that you look at the Yun and Min article now).

Show in class Professor Robert Jensen On Dahl “On Democracy”

                   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIzpbffAp6s    

View Inter-Parliamentary Union “International Day of Democracy” (September 15)

http://www.ipu.org/idd/about.htm
Recommended: 

A Conversation with Robert A. Dahl http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/story/10.1146/multimedia.2013.02.12.142
II. What is Democracy? Is it Possible? (October 9, 14, and 16)
Read (both are at www.DavidWebber21.com) 

1. Dahl, “What Institutions are Required for Democracy? http://davidwebber21.com/2014/09/30/dahl-what-institutions-does-democracy-require/
Read for October 16

2. Gilley “IS Democracy Possible?” http://davidwebber21.com/2014/09/30/gilley-is-democracy-possible/
3. Read and view  President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtEqTBuigFY
 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/gettyb.asp
III. Democracy in Asian Thought
Read

1. Shin, Doh Chull (2012)  “The Evolution of Confucian East Asia and its Cultural Legacies” chapter 1 in his CONFUCIANISM AND DEMOCRATIZATION IN EAST ASIA, Cambridge University Press. 
2.  Chang Yun-Shik (2003)  “Mutual Help and Democracy in Korea” pp. 90- 123 in CONFUCIANISM FOR THE MODERN WORLD, edited by Daniel A. Bell and Hahm Chaibong, Cambridge University Press. 
IV. Political Institutions in a Democracy 
  
Read:  Constitutions—Read Korean and United States Constitutions 
http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html ,
V. Democracy and Equality 

Read: “Counting Women and Balancing Democracy:  POLITICS AND GENDER 2013 pp. 351-359    pdf 

VI.   Social Capital

Read:

1. Robert Putnam (1995) “Bowling Alone”  Journal of Democracy pdf
2. Jaechuel Lee “Path Toward Democracy in South Korea: Social Capital and Democracy Embedded in the Citizens ” ASIAN SURVEY  2008
VII. Democratic Performance: Is democracy the cause of deficits? 

Read: 

1. David Webber “Enduring US. Deficits” PowerPoint 
2. Seongyi Yun and Hee Min (2012) Democracy in South Korea: Consolidated but in Deficit” KOREA OBSERVER 43 (2012): 145-174.)
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